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he from the French." " That is incontestable," some one replied;
" but in this country it is good from time to time to kill an
admiral to encourage the others/*x
Every great war produced its peace plan, but the statesmen
would not listen. Just as the Thirty Years War moved the
learned and practical Grotius to compose and publish his great
treatise On the Law of War and Peace (1625), so the War of
the Spanish Succession induced the Abb6 de Saint-Pierre to
frame his Project for Perpetual Peace.
Charles Fran9ois Ir&iee Castel de Saint-Pierre deserves to
be well known; and indeed from time to time he has been
almost famous, though something like oblivion has occasionally
overwhelmed his reputation. He was born in 1658 of a noble
though not rich Norman family in the Cotentin. Brought up
for the priesthood, he studied philosophy at the Jesuit College
at Caen. With a small independent income, and the position
of titular (but not unpaid) Abbot of Tiron, procured for him
by his powerful friends in 1702, the Abb6 was able to live as
a private gentleman in his house in the Faubourg Saint-Jacques
at Paris. He frequented the salons, particularly Madame de
Lambert's, and was greatly patronized by the Duchess of
Orleans. In 1712 the Cardinal de Polignac, one of the French
plenipotentiaries to the Peace Conference of Utrecht (which
ended the War of the Spanish Succession), took the Abbe with
him to Utrecht as secretary. Saint-Pierre had already sketched
out his Project for Perpetual Peace; he published a draft of it
in 1712 at Cologne. The full edition was published at Utrecht
in 1713, in two volumes. An Abrege du Projet depaixperpetuelk
came out in 1729. Saint-Pierre's scheme and arguments
attracted considerable attention, for he was very much the man
of his century; he was a pMosophe, a man who believed in the
power of reason to remedy the ills of society, and who there-
fore, like all cultured Europeans in that age, was an optimist.
Besides the Prqfet, many works of philosophy and political
science and economy were composed by him, for his fertile
1 Voltaire, op. cit.> Chapter XXIII.